
 

8:15 AM On-site Registration: ED 174  

8:45 AM Opening Session: Welcome and Introductions  

  Education Complex Gymnasium  

9:00 AM Using Humor in the Classroom          
  Dr. Lee Mullally, Keynote Speaker 

9:45 AM Vendor Exhibits Open, TA Atrium                                                                                                                                                                 
  

10:00 AM Session I Presentations, Teaching Academy 

10:45 AM Break   

  Vendor Exhibits Open, TA Atrium                                                                                 

11:00 AM Session II Presentations, Teaching Academy 

11:45 AM Lunch Break  - Lunch on your own 

  Vendor Exhibits Open, TA Atrium                                                                                                                                                                  

12:30 PM Session III Presentations, Teaching Academy  

1:15 PM  Break  

  Vendor Exhibits Open, TA Atrium                                                                                          

1:30 PM  Session IV Presentations, Teaching Academy  

2:30 PM  Closing Session: Thank You‟s, Door Prizes       

  Education Complex Gymnasium 

Schedule at a Glance 

HAPPY Hour  

Student Showcase  
 

Focusing on Professional Development for 
and by Undergraduate Education Majors 



Welcome to the HAPPY Hour Student Showcase 

The HAPPY (Having Active Participation Prepares You) Hour Student 

Showcase is presented by the University of Central Florida‟s College of 

Education Department of Teaching and Learning Principles and hosted by 

the UCF Academy for Teaching, Learning, and Leadership.   

The HAPPY Hour Student Showcase is designed to be a forum for 

undergraduate education students to share their best work with their 

peers in a mini-conference venue. It is a tremendous opportunity for 

students to enhance their scholarship and presentational skills.  It also 

affords students professional development experiences they can add to 

their ever-growing resumes.  This year‟s Showcase welcomes keynote 

speaker Dr. Lee Mullally, a retired UF education professor known for his 

outstanding service to the profession.  He also answers to “Juggles,” a 

professional clown who has brought laughter to others‟ lives for many 

years.   

The Showcase is a collaborative effort among the HAPPY Hour Committee 

and Ms. Donna Leinsing and Ms. Alice Bamberger of the UCF Academy for 

Teaching, Learning, and Leadership.  Academy staff worked tirelessly 

copying countless evaluation forms and handling the Showcase 

registration. Technology support has been graciously provided by the 

numerous individuals under the leadership of Mr. Larry Jaffe, Director of 

Technology & Facilities. Undergraduate students have selflessly 

volunteered to work alongside HAPPY Hour faculty and student presenters 

during registration and the presentations. Benie Harris, Facilities 

Coordinator, dedicated his time on a Saturday to oversee the set-up and 

tear-down of the Education Complex Building facilities used for the 

Showcase.  Einstein Bros. Bagels agreed to be open on a Saturday to 

provide attendees a venue for breakfast and lunch.  Faculty, vendors, and 

students generously dedicated door prizes to bring the Showcase to an 

exciting conclusion.  Everyone contributed instructional materials for A 

Gift for Teaching. The Showcase truly exemplifies collaboration.       

We hope you enjoy the HAPPY Hour Student Showcase and leave with 

many innovative, creative, and inspirational ideas that you can apply when 

you have your own students. Thank you very much for your participation.   

Sincerely,     

 

Dr. Michael Hynes, Chair, Department of Teaching and Learning Principles 

 



    Dr. Lee Mullally, Retired Professor    

University of Florida College of Education 

Using Humor in the Classroom 

Lee began his career in education as an elementary 

teacher in Wisconsin after earning his Bachelor‟s De-

gree in Elementary Education. After receiving his Ph.D. in Instruc-

tional Development and Technology from Michigan State University in 

1972, he became an Assistant Professor of Curriculum and Instruc-

tion in the Kent State University College of Education. In 1978, Lee 

joined the Department of Teaching and Learning in the University of 

Florida College of Education, and continued working in teacher educa-

tion until his retirement in Fall 2006.  At UF, Lee administered the 

SITE (Site-based Implementation of Teacher Education) program 

designed to provide students who graduated with a bachelor‟s degree 

in a field other than education an opportunity to earn a Master‟s De-

gree in Elementary Education. The program was a year-long program 

of course work and a two-semester internship. He received Out-

standing Teacher and other teaching awards from UF.   

Lee is also the persona of Gainesville‟s Juggles the Clown. Juggles 

performs at birthday parties, school shows, restaurants, promotions, 

and picnics, incorporating a variety of clown skills, such as skits, jug-

gling, magic, puppetry, storytelling or special balloon creations, into 

his performances. Juggles is a Past President of the World Clown 

Association and the South East Clown Association. He has also served 

as the Education Director for both organizations.  

He has lectured on numerous clown topics, such as juggling, comedy 

magic, birthday parties, parade props and gags, prop construction, 

balloons, and skits. Juggles, a well-recognized and 

respected clown, has won awards for his appear-

ance, performance abilities, and parade skills.  He 

has written many articles forThe New Calliope, 
Clowning Around, and LaughMakers magazines, in 

addition to the following books: Comedy Juggling 
Routines, Clown Character Drawing, and Creating 
Theme Shows.  

Keynote Speaker 
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I‟M DRESSED FOR SUCCESS, BUT WEARING TENNIS SHOES IS 

OK!                     Audience:  Early Childhood  

Presenter:  Tina Eaton   Room: TA 110                                  

Put your best foot forward!  Come and join me in fun and games and 

experience why tennis shoes work and are appropriate.  A child‟s work 

is play and we need to play with them to assure they are successful at 

their work.  Expect to play games, dance, and sing.  Let‟s have fun to-

gether.  

___________________________________________  

FUN WITH OOBLECK    Audience:  Elementary 

Presenter:  Renee Holweck       Room: TA 116                                  

Want to keep your students interested in science?  Learn how to make 

science fun with Oobleck.  Oobleck, which is solid AND liquid, is a fun 

way to teach matter.  Workshop participants will be actively involved in 

making Oobleck in small groups.  Participants will also receive a handout 

on how to make Oobleck at home. 

___________________________________________ 

KDP PRESENTS:  “PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT!  INTERVIEW 

WITH AN ADMINISTRATOR!”  Audience: PreK-12 

Presenters:  Lindsey English, Sandy Kim Bueno, Bridget Carey, 

Jackie Connelly, Christiana Luciano, Sidney Moss     

     Room: TA 117 

Don‟t be scared.  Just be prepared!  Finding a job can be a zoo, so be on 

the ball and come to our mock interview!  It is no secret that securing a 

job in education is more difficult now than ever before.  In this work-

shop, you‟ll have the chance to actually participate in a practice inter-

view with an administrator.  Don‟t you want to learn how to make the 

right impression?   

SESSION I ( 10:00—10:45 AM) 
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POWER TEACHING:  MAKE STUDENTS WANT TO FOLLOW THE 

RULES!     Audience:  Elementary 

Presenter:  Meagan Parks  Room:  TA 130 

Make your students WANT to follow the rules, not ignore them! Power 

Teaching is both a classroom management strategy, and a way to keep 

students interested and motivated. Participants will be actively in-

volved in the Power Teaching process and see it in action in a real 

class.  They will also leave with a sample of a successful Power Teach-

ing routine. Learn how to have a peaceful class full of orderly fun! 

__________________________________________ 

CLASSROOM ARRANGEMENT:  THE RIGHT STUFF IN THE 

RIGHT PLACE    Audience: K-12  

Presenter:  Nicole Voisinet  Room:  TA 202A 

Having the right stuff in all the right places in a classroom can be dif-

ficult to achieve.  However, with simple suggestions, one can have a 

well-organized classroom.  This presentation discusses aspects of 

classroom arrangement from seating to storage and more.  In this 

presentation, participants will learn about the numerous tools available 

when designing the layout of a classroom and be involved in an interac-

tive group activity with a make-and-take sample classroom.   

____________________________________________ 

MUSIC IN THE CLASSROOM  Audience: Early Childhood/

     Elementary  

Presenter:  Samantha MacDonald Room:  TA 221 

Want to learn how to reduce stress in you and your students, while 

engaging them in learning?  Learn just how much fun and beneficial 

music can be in the classroom.  Participants will participate in creative 

music centers and receive tons of resources and tools to implement 

music in the classroom.  Don‟t forget to bring your dancing shoes!                                                          



SESSION I ( 10:00—10:45 AM) 
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CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT AND CLASS DISCIPLINE:  IS 

THERE REALLY A DIFFERENCE?   Audience:  K-12 

 

Presenter:  Jason Ampel  Room:  TA 202B 
 

This workshop will provide a clear, concise perspective on how class-

room management is a hands-on activity that involves learning NOT only 

how to prevent problems from occurring, but also how to effectively 

respond to problems. Participate in a lecture/discussion focusing on the 

four key elements of organization, communication, monitoring, and de-

livery of instruction as guidelines for classroom success. 
___________________________________ 

BRINGING CULTURE INTO THE CLASSROOM   

     Audience:  K-12  

Presenters:  Christine Clark, Jessica Goldsmith, Sarah Johnson, 

Megan Kenney    Room:  TA 203 

During this presentation we will show you fun ways to promote cultural 

awareness in your classroom.  We will take you on a tour of China in 

which we explore several interesting elements of the culture.  There 

will be plenty of fun activities to participate in (plus free food!), and 

you will receive a handbook full of important facts about China.  ESOL 

modifications and teaching strategies will be explained in depth.  

___________________________________ 

TIRED OF STUDENTS WRITING TRADITIONAL REPORTS?  TRY 

SOMETHING NEW!   Audience:  Elementary 

Presenters: Jamie Tyre, Kristy Turnage   Room:  TA 204 

Want your students to get creative and be excited about reports?  

Throw out the traditional and bring in the new!  Learn interesting alter-

natives for reports for a variety of subjects and grade levels.  Work-

shop participants will be actively involved in a book report alternative 

for Dr. Seuss‟ Green Eggs and Ham.  Participants will also receive a 

thorough handout of other options for reports.   



SESSION I ( 10:00—10:45 AM) 
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BOARD LEARNERS?  PASS GO, COLLECT KNOWLEDGE        

     Audience:  K-12 

Presenter:  Ileana Fernández    Room: TA 301 

Discover how having fun can improve academic achievement.  You will 

experience how a wide variety of games, concepts, and vocabulary can 

awaken and pique your students‟ enthusiasm in the classroom across all 

content areas.   

__________________________________ 

HELP! I‟M BROKE, AND I DON‟T KNOW HOW TO DECORATE MY 

CLASSROOM!         Audience:  K-12 

Presenter:  Jennifer Tebb  Room: TA 302 

How do you make your classroom look inviting on a beginning teacher‟s 

budget?  Is it possible to decorate a classroom in these tough economic 

times? Teachers across the state have been asking themselves the same 

questions and the answer is YES!  Discover how to turn your drab, bare 

classroom into a learning sanctuary that is truly your own.  No artistic 

talent is necessary!  Just bring your imagination!   

___________________________________ 

REMEDIES FOR BRAIN FREEZE     Audience:  K-12 

Presenters: Jill Fierle, Andrea Palmer, Abbasali Walimohamed 

     Room:  TA 304 

Have you ever had ice cream and a brain freeze at the same time?  What 

did you do to “cure” it?  What about brain freeze in between lessons or 

even because of a lesson?  What did you do about it?  Did you rub your 

head?  Drink some water?  Eat more ice cream?  Teach more lessons?  

Why not try a new idea?  Smooth transitions! 
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FEELING LOST, ISOLATED, AND CONFUSED?  FEAR NO MORE -  

COME NETWORK WITH US!  Audience:  K-12          

Presenters:  Emyano Mazzola, Andreina Ledezma , Pilar Florenz 

     Room:  TA 305 

Ever feel confused and isolated from your peers?  Ever want an easy 

way to contact others for ideas, feedback, etc. in a social and profes-

sional network?  Then this workshop‟s for you!  We will show you how to 

collaborate more effectively and communicate without boundaries with 

others by using appropriate new technologies to improve teaching and 

learning.  An exciting opportunity to join a network of education pro-

fessionals will be provided during the presentation! 

___________________________________ 

ENHANCING ACTIVE STUDENT ENGAGEMENT (EASE):  AN IN-

TRODUCTION TO COOPERATIVE LEARNING AND HOW TO IM-

PLEMENT KAGAN STRUCTURES WITH EASE   

     Audience:  K-12 

Presenter:  Cristina Kubicki    Room:  TA 322 

Learn it today; Use it tomorrow; Apply it for a lifetime!  This interac-

tive session provides an introduction to Spencer Kagan‟s Structural 

Approach to Cooperative Learning.  Participants will learn  how to easily 

incorporate Kagan‟s simple and fun cooperative learning structures to 

increase active student involvement in the K-12 classroom.  Learn about 

the most strongly supported educational innovations to date!  A com-

prehensive handout will be provided.   

___________________________________________ 

BREAK  10:45—11:00 AM 

Visit Vendors, Exhibitors, KDP Bake Sale, SNEA 

Refreshments Sale, & ACEI T-Shirt Sale                                                                                      

Teaching Academy Atrium                       



SESSION II ( 11:00—11:45 AM) 

Page 9 

ARE YOU AND YOUR STUDENTS STRESSED AND UNFOCUSED?  

LEARN FOCUS IN FIVE   Audience:  K-12 

Presenter:  Tyler Clancy   Room:  TA 110 

As an effective teacher, you want to get students ready to learn as soon 

as possible.  Typically, students are coming in to your classroom after an 

exciting meeting with their friends or after lunch.  The sooner they are 

settled and ready to learn, the sooner you can teach and do what you 

were trained to do.  Participants will receive extensive instructions on 

several techniques that they can use not only with their students, but 

can also use themselves to relax and focus.   

__________________________________ 

FUN WITH OOBLECK    Audience:  Elementary 

Presenter:  Renee Holweck       Room: TA 116                                  

Want to keep your students interested in science?  Learn how to make 

science fun with Oobleck.  Oobleck, which is solid AND liquid, is a fun 

way to teach matter.  Workshop participants will be actively involved in 

making Oobleck in small groups.  Participants will also receive a handout 

on how to make Oobleck at home.   

      ___________________________________ 

KDP PRESENTS:  “PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT!  INTERVIEW WITH 

AN ADMINISTRATOR!”   Audience: PreK-12 

Presenters:  Lindsey English, Sandy Kim Bueno, Bridget Carey, 

Jackie Connelly, Christiana Luciano, Sidney Moss                                                                      

     Room:  TA 117 

Don‟t be scared.  Just be prepared!  Finding a job can be a zoo, so be on 

the ball and come to our mock interview!  It is no secret that securing a 

job in education is more difficult now than ever before.  In this work-

shop, you‟ll have the chance to actually participate in a practice inter-

view with an administrator.  Don‟t you want to learn how to make the 

right impression?   
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POWER TEACHING:  MAKE STUDENTS WANT TO FOLLOW THE 

RULES!      Audience:  Elementary 

Presenter:  Meagan Parks  Room:  TA 130 

Make your students WANT to follow the rules, not ignore them! Power 

Teaching is both a classroom management strategy, and a way to keep 

students interested and motivated. Participants will be actively involved 

in the Power Teaching process and see it in action in a real class.  They 

will also leave with a sample of a successful Power Teaching routine. 

Learn how to have a peaceful class full of orderly fun! 

___________________________________ 

CLASSROOM ARRANGEMENT:  THE RIGHT STUFF IN THE 

RIGHT PLACE     Audience: K-12  

Presenter:  Nicole Voisinet  Room:  TA 202A 

Having the right stuff in all the right places in a classroom can be diffi-

cult to achieve.  However, with simple suggestions, one can have a well-

organized classroom.  This presentation discusses aspects of classroom 

arrangement from seating to storage and more.  In this presentation, 

participants will learn about the numerous tools available when design-

ing the layout of a classroom.  They will also be involved in an interac-

tive group activity to create a make-and-take sample classroom.   

__________________________________________ 

WHAT‟S COOKIN‟ IN THE CLASSROOM?Audience:  PreK-12 

Presenter:  Hillary Trupp    Room: TA 221 

Looking for a new strategy to get your students excited about learn-

ing?  Come and learn how using food in your classroom can cook up some 

student interest.  No oven or stove in your classroom?  No problem!  

Participants will be actively engaged in creatively integrating food 

items into their content areas and will leave with 6 heat-free lesson 

plans that are ready to be fed to hungry students.  


